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you speak unfairly. Strength is the highest merit
ofaKshatriya and the lowest Kshatriya if strong may
fight. Even Brahmans are born of Kshatriyas, for
Vishwamitra and others became Brahmins by their
worth. Everybody knows how you were born. This
warrior deserves to be the king of the whole world,
what then of the Angas alone ? He who does not ap-
prove of my action let him step forward and bend the
bow." Consternation reigned in the whole arena at
these words, but the sun at that time set, and Duryodhana
taking Kama by the hand walked out of the arena fol-
lowed by his brothers by the light of torches.
We have thought fit to give the above passage in
extenso not only as an instance of the many splendid
spirited dialogues which are the peculiar charm of the
Mahabharata but because it so finely brings out the
mannas of the times and the characters of the actors.
We feel as if we are transplanted into the midst of those
Western Aryans of old whose chivalry has been beauti-
. fully described by Scot. We feel we are in the com-
pany of stern warriors, bold, fearless and truthful, of
men who fought duels under strict rules of honour,
of men who honoured merit as high as parentage, of
women who lived an exemplary life though they had
by a regrettable chance once gone astray in early life.
The characters strike us as real but not prosaic, and
are brought out in bold relief: the proud Duryodhana,^
the vain yet faithful Kama, the impetuous Bhima, and
the strong but steady Arjuna, and we cannot but admit
that each in his own way is an exemplary yet inimitable
man.